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Detailed Action 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Remarks from page 9 to 13, filed on Oct. 20, 2006, 
with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1,3-11,1 3-28, and 30-40 under 35 USC 
103(a) as the combination of Levi in view of Naito have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Kiyohara et al., (USPN 
No. 5237693). 

Response to Amended Claims 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1,3-11, 13-28, and 30-36, are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Levi (U.S. Patent 6636983) in view of Kiyohara et al., (USPN 
No. 5237693). 

2. Regarding claim 1, Levi teaches a peripheral device (Levi, col. 30, 1. 2, peripheral 
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interconnect card corresponds to the peripheral device ) configured to be 
connected to a plurality of peripheral devices via a network (Levi, col. 28, 1. 65-67, 
col. 29, 1.1-4, fig. 14) said peripheral device comprising: 

• means for managing said plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 
2, I. 10-22). And 

Levi discloses limitations on the connection of plurality of peripheral 
device via SNMP packet using peripheral interconnect card, but Levis 
fails to teach the means provided said peripheral device for selecting 
one peripheral device out of said peripheral devices to manage said 
peripheral devices. 

However, Kiyohara teaches 

• means provided in said peripheral device for selecting one 
peripheral device out of said plurality of peripheral devices including 
peripheral devices other than said peripheral, device, to manage 
said peripheral devices, wherein said peripheral device is selected 
out of sid plurality of peripheral devices to manage said plurality of 
peripheral devices (Kiyohara, col. 3, 1. 22-36, in which the starting 
node which including the peripheral device 14 issues a request for 
accessing (selecting) node excluded in its own node, The 
communication management on the starting node transmits the 
divided protocol to a communication management on a receiving 
node. The peripheral device management on eh receiving node 
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serves to analyze the protocol , to execute accessing of peripheral 
device, to create a response protocol for management the 
peripheral device among another peripheral devices other than 
itself, therefore, the other peripheral device can manage the 
functions of device. Moreover, at col.11, L55- col. 12, 1.15, through 
the peripheral device management portion 41 , it serves to 
management the peripheral device 34, see fig. 7, and 8. and send 
the response protocol back to the management portion 40 from 

* 

which it is given back to receiving of the peripheral device 33), 

Because knowing that Kiyohara discloses the system for 
accessing a plurality of peripheral device connected with any one of 
node through the network and detecting a device whether or not the 
device to be accessed is located in the node, it would have been 
obvious to use the detecting capability device in the device of Levi's 
to detect whether the device has been stolen. Therefore, the 
claimed invention would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention. 
3. Regarding claim 3, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 1 , further 

comprising: 

• a web server (Levi, col. 30, 1.61-65); and 

• means for setting a default URL for said web server to correspond 
to a web server of said one peripheral device selected by said 



Application/Control Number: 09/922,837 
Art Unit: 2142 



Page 5 



means for selecting (Levi, col. 31, 1.6-15). 

4. Regarding claim 4, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, further 
comprising: 

• means for enabling said means for managing when said one 
peripheral device selected by said means for selecting is said 
peripheral device (Levi, Fig. 11, col.22, 1.6-18). 

5. Regarding claim 5, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, further 
comprising: 

• means for disabling said means for managing when said one 
peripheral device selected by said means for selecting is not said 
peripheral device (Levi, col.23, 1. 45-55). 

6. Regarding claim 6, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, further 
wherein said means for managing comprises: 

• means for receiving instructions from a user station connected to 
said network (Levi, col. 22, L46-54); 

• means for requesting and receiving information from said 
plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 23, I.2-5); 

• means for setting configurations for said plurality of peripheral 
devices (Levi, col. 12, 1.61-66); and 

• means for sending information to said user station (Levi, col. 13, 
I.23-30). 

7. Regarding claim 7, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, further 
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comprising means for printing (Levi, col. 1 1 , 1.10). 

8. Regarding claim 8, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 3, 
wherein said means for selecting comprises means for comparing a 
characteristic for each of said plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 31 , I.26- 
32). 

9. Regarding claim 9, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

• means for checking if another peripheral device is managing said 
plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 4, 1. 8-34). 

10. Regarding claim 10, Levi further discloses the peripheral device of claim 5, 
further comprising: 

• means for disabling said means for managing when said other 
peripheral device is managing said plurality of peripheral devices 
(Levi, col.23 ( I.45-55); 

• a web server (Levi, col. 30, 1. 57-67)); and 

• means for setting a default URL for said web server to correspond 
to a web server of said other peripheral device (Levi, col. 31 , I. 4- 
22). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 11,1 3-20 have similar limitations as claims 1 , 3-1 0. Therefore, 
claims 1 1 , 13-20 are rejected for the same reasons set forth 

in the rejection of claims 1, 3-10. 

12. Regarding claim 21 has similar limitations as combination of claims 1, and 3. 
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Therefore, claim 21 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1 , and 3. 

1 3. Regarding claim 22, Levi further discloses the method of claim 21 , further 
comprising the step of: disabling managing means of peripheral devices other 
than said one peripheral device (Levi, col. 23, 1. 45-55). 

14. Regarding claim 23, Levi further discloses the method of claim 21, wherein the 
step of managing from said one peripheral device comprises the step of: 

. receiving instructions from a user station connected to said network (Levi, col. 
22, I.46-54). 

1 5. Regarding claim 24, Levi further discloses the method of claim 21 , wherein the 
step of managing from said one peripheral device comprises the step of: 
requesting and receiving information from said plurality of peripheral devices 
(Levi, col. 23, 1.2-5). 

16. Regarding claim 25 has similar limitations as combination of claim 6. 
Therefore, claim 25 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 6. 

17. Regarding claims 26-27 have similar limitations as claims 7-8. Therefore, 
claims 26-27 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claims 
7-8. 

1 8. Regarding claim 28 has similar limitations as combination of claim 1 . 
Therefore, claim 28 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 1 . 
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19. Regarding claim 30, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 28, further comprising: a second computer code device configured to check 
which peripheral device is managing said plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, 
Fig. 6A, col. 17, I. 37-50). 

20. Regarding claim 31 , Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 30, further comprising: a third computer code device configured to enable 
said first computer code device (Levi, col. 15, 1. 62-67). 

21 . Regarding claim 32, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 30, further comprising: a third computer code device configured to disable 
said first computer code device and to set a URL of a web server to correspond 
to a web server for said peripheral device managing said plurality of peripheral 
devices (Levi, col. 16, 1.1-37, col. 32, 18-10). 

22. Regarding claim 33, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 28, wherein said first computer code device comprises: a second computer 
code device configured to receive instructions from a user station connected to 
said network (Levi, col. 6, 1. 14-15, col.22, 1.45-54). 

23. Regarding claim 34, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 28, wherein said first computer code device comprises: a second computer 
code device configured to request and receive information from said plurality of 
peripheral devices (Levi, col. 23, 1. 2-5). 

24. Regarding claim 35, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 28, wherein said first computer code device comprises: a second computer 
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code device configured to receive instructions from a user station connect to said 
network; a third computer code device configured to request and receive 
information from said plurality of peripheral devices; a fourth computer code 
device configured to set configurations for said plurality of peripheral devices; 
and a fifth computer code device configured to send information to said user 
station (Levi, col. 22, 1.19-42). 
25. Regarding claim 36, Levi further discloses the computer program product of 
claim 29, wherein said second computer code device comprises a third 
computer code device configured to compare a characteristic for each of said 
plurality of peripheral devices (Levi, col. 17, 1. 14-36). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelvin Lin whose telephone number is 571-272-3898. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible 4/9/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/922,837 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2142 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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1/5/07 
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